
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for papers 

 
Students Conference on Sustainability and the Humanities 

 
 

GET INVOLVED IN THE DISCUSSION ABOUT SUSTAINABILITY - 
SPEAK YOUR MIND ON THE ENVIRONMENT IN THIS FIRST 

STUDENTS CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABILITY! 
 
For whom? M.A. and Ph.D. students enrolled in a humanities 
programme at Hamburg University  

When? 04/06/2016, 10:00-16:00h (ESA W 221)  
How long should the talk be?  15 minutes + 15 minutes discussion   

Objectives and Topic 

This students conference has the objective of fostering cross-disciplinary 
collaboration among Master and Ph.D. students, who are enrolled in humanities 
programmes at Hamburg University and to stimulate exchange on topics related 
to sustainability in the humanities. The conference is going to be held on 
04/06/2016, when the „German Sustainability Action Days“ (Deutsche Aktionstage 
Nachhaltigkeit) take place.  



 

The talks should ideally be related to one of the three following topics: 

 

Sustainability in narratives 

Authors across the globe have produced narratives that warn against 
treating nature irresponsibly. Rachel Carson’s well-known book Silent 
Spring (1962) pointed out the risks posed by the pesticide DDT, T. C. Boyle’s A 
Friend of the Earth (2000) or Jeanette Winterson’s The Stone Gods (2008) 
demonstrate dissuasive effects of man-made environmental destruction. 
how does environmental literature in other parts of the world relate to 
sustainability and the imbalance of the ecosystem? Do African oral tales 
deal with sustainability and the encroachment of the Sahara?  
 

Strategies of Sustainability  
Communities where risk reduction efforts have not been prioritised or have 
failed are particularly vulnerable to the threat of disasters such as 
flooding caused by the impact of climate change. What actions have 
governments or grassroots movements taken to counteract climate 
change? What options do Kiribati communities have against the threat of 
rising water levels? What do films like the recently released German Film 
Power to Change (2016) add to our understanding of sustainability? 
 

Sustainability and religion 
Religions such as Christianity and Islam are based on the premise that 
human beings are representatives of God on Earth. Thus, it is an ethic 
principle that people use resources in a responsible manner. In the last 
decades, religious institutions have increased efforts of combining 
sustainability and education. On the grassroots level, several activities can 
be mentioned in this context, such as water conditioning, recycling and 
fostering a sustainable subsistence economy. How do religions see global 
warming and are there efforts to contain the effects? To what extent do 
religious institutions in different world regions exert influence on 
sustainable practices?   

Other topics are possible. If you are interested, please get in touch and we 
can discuss the possibilities. Talks can be delivered in English or German. 

You are invited to submit an abstract or topics by 23/05/2016 to Juniorprofessor 

Dr. Monika Arnez (monika.arnez@uni-hamburg.de).  


