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Overview 

•  Background	
  Informa%on	
  
•  Research	
  Ques%ons	
  
•  Methodology	
  
•  Preliminary	
  Results	
  
•  Discussion	
  
•  Q&A	
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Two Concomitant Developments 

•  Global	
  spread	
  of	
  English	
  and	
  widespread	
  use	
  
of	
  English	
  as	
  a	
  Lingua	
  Franca	
  

•  Increasing	
  levels	
  of	
  mul%lingualism	
  due	
  to	
  
high	
  levels	
  of	
  mobility	
  and	
  migra%on	
  

02.06.16 Languages of Instruction: Siemund and Mueller 3



Global Spread of English  

•  About	
  400	
  million	
  na%ve	
  speakers	
  of	
  English	
  
vs.	
  more	
  than	
  2	
  billion	
  non-­‐na%ve	
  speakers	
  

•  Increasing	
  numbers	
  of	
  non-­‐na%ve	
  speakers	
  	
  

•  Drive	
  for	
  universi%es	
  to	
  aQract	
  interna%onal	
  
students	
  (business	
  opportuni%es)	
  

	
  

02.06.16 Languages of Instruction: Siemund and Mueller 4



Higher Education 

•  Universi%es	
  as	
  businesses,	
  dependent	
  on	
  
external	
  funding	
  

•  Interna%onal	
  students	
  offer	
  significant	
  income	
  	
  
•  English-­‐based	
  degree	
  programs	
  aQrac%ve	
  
because	
  
– very	
  low	
  language	
  barrier	
  
– scien%fic	
  literature	
  mainly	
  in	
  English	
  
–  facilita%on	
  of	
  subsequent	
  mobility	
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Research Questions 

•  How	
  many	
  and	
  which	
  languages	
  can	
  we	
  find	
  in	
  
typical	
  higher	
  educa%on	
  classrooms?	
  

•  How	
  does	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  English	
  as	
  a	
  Lingua	
  
Franca	
  interact	
  with	
  mul%lingualism?	
  

•  Do	
  mul%lingual	
  users	
  of	
  English	
  as	
  a	
  Lingua	
  
Franca	
  have	
  advantages	
  over	
  other	
  speakers?	
  

•  If	
  so,	
  how	
  can	
  such	
  advantages	
  be	
  objec%vely	
  
measured	
  and	
  made	
  use	
  of?	
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Methodology 

•  Par%cipants	
  (Goal:	
  500)	
  
–  Students	
  	
  
–  Instructors	
  

•  Instruments	
  
–  LimeSurvey	
  Online	
  Ques%onnaires	
  
–  Semi-­‐structured	
  Interview	
  Outline	
  	
  

•  Procedure	
  
–  Recruitment	
  
– Online	
  Surveys	
  	
  
–  Interviews	
  with	
  selected	
  Par%cipants	
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LimeSurvey-Questionnaires 

•  Informed	
  Consent	
  
•  Linguis%c	
  Background	
  
•  English	
  as	
  a	
  Lingua	
  Franca	
  
•  Mul%lingualism	
  
•  German	
  as	
  a	
  Second-­‐	
  or	
  Foreign	
  Language	
  
•  Demographic	
  Informa%on	
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Linguistic Background  

•  Up	
  to	
  15	
  languages	
  
•  Not	
  only	
  languages,	
  also	
  dialects	
  and	
  
varia%ons	
  permiQed	
  

•  Passive	
  and	
  ac%ve	
  skills	
  at	
  any	
  level	
  
•  Interdependence	
  Hypothesis	
  (Cummins,	
  1984)	
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Linguistic Background 

•  Language	
  List	
  
–  Iden%fica%on	
  of	
  Mother	
  Tongue	
  
–  Loca%ons	
  of	
  Learning	
  and/or	
  Acquisi%on	
  

•  Self-­‐Assessment	
  of	
  Proficiency	
  (GER)	
  
–  Listening	
  Comprehension	
  
–  Oral	
  Communica%on	
  
–  Reading	
  Comprehension	
  
–  Advanced	
  Oral	
  Communica%on	
  
–  WriQen	
  Communica%on	
  

•  Self-­‐Assessment	
  of	
  Ability	
  to	
  Teach	
  in	
  English*	
  
•  Language	
  Use	
  

–  At	
  the	
  University	
  
–  In	
  private	
  life	
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Preliminary Results 

•  Students	
  	
  
– Pilot	
  Project:	
  (N=74;	
  n=42)	
  
– Current	
  Round	
  of	
  Data	
  Collec%on:	
  (N=1325;	
  
n=926)	
  

•  Instructors	
  	
  
– Pilot	
  Project:	
  (N=18;	
  n=15)	
  
– Current	
  Round	
  of	
  Data	
  Collec%on:	
  (N=314;	
  n=217)	
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Gender: Students vs. Instructors 
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Age: Students vs. Instructors 
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Area of Study/Expertise: Students vs. Instructors 



Students: Degree Pursued 
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Instructors: Type of Position at the University 
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Number of Languages Listed: Students vs. 
Instructors 
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Number of Mother Tongues: Students vs. 
Instructors 



Preliminary Results 

•  Well	
  over	
  200	
  different	
  languages,	
  varie%es	
  and	
  
dialects	
  iden%fied	
  
–  Varie%es	
  and	
  Dialects	
  of	
  German,	
  English,	
  etc.	
  
– Na%onally	
  recognised	
  minority	
  languages	
  (i.e.,	
  
Sorbian,	
  Friesian,	
  East-­‐Friesian,	
  Low-­‐German,	
  Danish*)	
  

– Different	
  na%onal	
  and	
  minority	
  languages	
  from	
  
Europe,	
  Asia,	
  Africa,	
  and	
  North-­‐	
  and	
  South	
  America	
  

–  Various	
  sign	
  languages	
  
–  „dead“	
  languages	
  
–  Constructed	
  languages	
  (e.g.,	
  Esperanto)	
  
–  Programming	
  Languages	
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Languages Identified 
German	
  
English	
  
Greek	
  
Russian	
  
Punjabi	
  
Ukranian	
  
Low	
  German	
  
French	
  
Farsi	
  
Turkish	
  
Spanish	
  
Hindi	
  
Portuguese	
  
Chinese	
  
Finnish	
  
Dari	
  
Norwegian	
  
Urdu	
  
Italian	
  
Estonian	
  
Romansh	
  
Occitan	
  
Karelian	
  
Meänkieli	
  
Faraoese	
  
Erza	
  Mordvin	
  

Welsh	
  
Swedish	
  
Tamil	
  
Danish	
  
Korean	
  
Binisaya	
  
Arabic	
  
Catalan	
  
Polish	
  
Japanese	
  
Yucatec-­‐Maya	
  
Czech	
  
Persian	
  
Xhosa	
  
Indonesian	
  
Mordvinic	
  
Twi	
  
Hungarian	
  
Vietnamese	
  
Kurdish	
  
Kazakh	
  
Cantonese	
  	
  
Setswana	
  
Nkwen	
  
East-­‐Fresian	
  
Duala	
  

Mandarin	
  
Swahili	
  
Wolof	
  
Bosnian	
  
Serbian	
  
CroaTan	
  
Scots	
  
Dutch	
  
Azerbaijani	
  
Romanian	
  
Hawaiian	
  
Thai	
  
Albanian	
  
Belarusian	
  
Valencian	
  
Tatar	
  
Bulgarian	
  
Chichewa	
  
Afrikaans	
  
Kyrgyz	
  
Kinyarwanda	
  
Kirundi	
  
Quechua	
  
Yoruba	
  
Dagbani	
  
Taiwanese	
  

Hausa	
  
Yiddish	
  
Slovak	
  
Khmer	
  
Islandic	
  
Georgian	
  
Zazaki	
  
Pashto	
  
Sorbian	
  
Latvian	
  
Lithuanian	
  
Lakota	
  
LaoTan	
  
Armenian	
  
Fresian	
  
Marquesan	
  
Aragonese	
  
Asturian	
  	
  
Nepali	
  
Öömrang	
  (North-­‐
Fresian)	
  
GujaraT	
  
Malay	
  
Tagalog	
  
Tibetan	
  
Kashmiri	
  

Basque	
  
Gagauzian	
  
Ivrit	
  
Marathi	
  
Ainu	
  
Buryat	
  
Amharic	
  
Gaelic	
  
Belorussian	
  
Maltese	
  
Nahuatl	
  
Haya	
  
Kreyol	
  Ayisyan	
  
Manx	
  
Tigrinya	
  
Lingala	
  
Pali	
  
Veps	
  
Masai	
  
Bengali	
  
VeniTan	
  
Ladakhi	
  
Uzbek	
  
Selkup	
  
Sousou	
  
Zulu...	
  02.06.16 Languages of Instruction: Siemund and Mueller 20



Other Types of Languages Identified 

Pidgins	
  and	
  Creoles	
   Classical	
  Languages	
   Sign	
  Languages	
   Constructed	
  
Languages	
  

Pidgin	
  English	
  
French	
  Creole	
  
Creole	
  
Tok	
  Pisin	
  
Kreyol	
  Ayisyan	
  
	
  
	
  

La%n	
  
Classical	
  Greek	
  
Old	
  Norse	
  
Old	
  High	
  German	
  
Old	
  English	
  
Middle	
  English	
  
Middle	
  High	
  
German	
  
Sanskrit	
  
Ancient	
  Hebrew	
  
Old	
  Islandic	
  
Classical	
  Tibetan	
  
Classical	
  Chinese	
  

German	
  Sign	
  
Language	
  
French	
  Sign	
  
Language	
  
American	
  Sign	
  
Language	
  
Deanlind	
  Manual	
  
Alphabet	
  
Austrian	
  Sign	
  
Language	
  
Norwegian	
  Sign	
  
Language	
  
	
  

Esperanto	
  
Elvish	
  
1337-­‐$P34K	
  (Leet-­‐
Speak)	
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Language 1: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 2: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 3: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 4: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 5: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 6: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 7: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 8: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 9: Students vs. Instructors 



02.06.16 Languages of Instruction: Siemund and Mueller 31

Language 10: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 11: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 12: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 13: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 14: Students vs. Instructors 
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Language 15: Students vs. Instructors 



Instructors: Self-Assessment of Ability to 
Teach in English 

•  Majority	
  feels	
  comfortable	
  using	
  English	
  when	
  
teaching	
  

•  As	
  required	
  proficiency	
  rises,	
  number	
  of	
  
instructors	
  comfortable	
  with	
  tasks	
  decreases	
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Instructors: Self-Assessment of Ability to Teach in 
English (A1/A2) 
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Instructors: Self-Assessment of Ability to Teach in 
English (B1/B2) 
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Instructors: Self-Assessment of Ability to Teach in 
English (C1/C2) 



Discussion 

•  Interpreta%on	
  of	
  Data	
  –	
  Pending	
  
•  Strengths	
  	
  

–  flexibility	
  Re:	
  language	
  defini%on	
  
–  Larger	
  number	
  of	
  languages	
  permiQed	
  
–  Passive	
  skills	
  incorporated	
  

•  Limita%ons	
  
–  Classifica%on	
  of	
  languages/dialects/varie%es	
  
– Anonymous	
  Data	
  –	
  Possible	
  double	
  entries	
  
–  Subjec%ve	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Language	
  Skills	
  

•  Plan	
  for	
  further	
  Research	
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Questions? 
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